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Abstract: This research project examines two recent phenomena in Hong Kong society: the rapidly ageing
population and the pervasiveness of technology in everyday lives. Influenced by recent waves of emigration,
declining fertility rates, and increasing life expectancy, Hong Kong’s social and healthcare systems are
experiencing unprecedented pressure. At the same time, patterns of technology use in Hong Kong have expanded
significantly, particularly as a result of restrictions from the COVID 19 pandemic times. Restrictions on physical
activities during the pandemic normalised online modes of information access, financial transactions, and social
interaction.

Against this backdrop of social transformation, virtual reality (VR)—a highly immersive form of human—
machine interaction—has begun to enter discussions surrounding older adults care and social services, raising a
range of issues pertinent to bioethics. Through VR simulations depicting social service agency environments,
followed by pre and post viewing focus group interviews, this study investigates how Hong Kong Chinese older
adults, as well as the social service providers that support them, perceive and respond to VR technologies. This
research project explores older adults’ sensory experiences, trust, bodily responses, and overall acceptance when
engaging with VR. This research project analyses the ethical considerations institutions face when introducing
VR, and aims to inform future policymaking on technology adoption and older adults services in Hong Kong

(BRG] NI GE R SN B8 BIEUIR e EoR ; EHER
Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Faith-based Organisations, Gerontology, Hong Kong Studies, Social Policy,
Virtual Reality
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A Preliminary Investigation to the Privacy Boundaries of the Medical Application of Companion Robots
and the Digital Deceased to Elderly under Confucian Care Ethics
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Abstract: In contemporary aged care and end-of-life care, companion robots and the "digital deceased" (digital
personality simulations) are increasingly seen as technological solutions to alleviate loneliness and bereavement
among the elderly. Drawing on Confucian Care Ethics and applying the author’s previously proposed "Intimacy
Account," this paper explores how to integrate these "simulation technologies" into the practical framework
of Ren (Humaneness). Unlike approaches that take xiao (filial piety) as the primary starting point, this paper re-
anchors the analysis in Ren as the normative root that ritualizes and subsumes xiao in familial contexts, not as
an opposing norm, thereby extending Confucian guidance to non-kin and simulated interactions. This study
contends that rather than wholesale rejecting the moral value of virtual companionship, we should define its
reasonable boundaries within medical and therapeutic contexts through normative guidance, thereby achieving
a "fulfillment" of care for the elderly.

The study points out that care in a Confucian sense is a practice of resonance centered on Ren, where "intimacy"
serves as the key dimension for defining privacy boundaries. In specific clinical settings—such as cognitive
impairment or pathological grief—companion robots and the digital deceased can serve as "auxiliary mediators
of care" to help the elderly rebuild emotional connections. However, this technological fulfillment must be
bounded by strict Integrity Privacy. This paper proposes the following normative principles: (1) Medical-
Oriented Adaptability: Virtual relationships should be viewed as "therapeutic interventions," limited to specific
rehabilitation or palliative goals rather than boundlessly replacing real-world human interactions; (2) A Privacy
Framework Based on the "Intimacy Account": Privacy norms must ensure that the depth of virtual intervention
does not deprive the elderly of sovereignty over their emotions and memories, preventing the "objectification"
of their personality and intimate relationships by algorithms; (3) The Auxiliary Status of Ren: The subordinate
role of virtual technology within the "Family" (Jia) and clinical relationships must be clarified to prevent it from
alienating into a false comfort devoid of authentic responsibility.

In conclusion, this paper argues that Confucian ethics can provide a set of normative rituals (Li) for virtual care
technologies, allowing them to serve as tools for fulfilling Ren while safeguarding the dignity and privacy of the
elderly, rather than becoming phantoms that replace authentic care.
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Phrenology for the Twenty-First Century
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Abstract: Brain implants have been demonstrated to work for specific neurological conditions, such as epilepsy,
Parkinson’s or traumatic brain injury. These developments are exciting, and the reality of mechanical devices
directly interfacing with patient’s nervous systems leads to speculation from people like Elon Musk and Julilan
Savulescu to believe that such devices, when coupled with Artificial Intelligence programs, could tremendously
augment human cognitive ability. Bioethicists like Leon Kass, Michael Sandel and Gilbert Meilaender caution
about the problem of using biomedical technologies for enhancement purposes rather than simply therapeutic
ones. Some transhumanists like Savulescu challenge this distinction, noting that “normal functioning” is
enhanced to a handicapped individual. I raise an alternative concern, however, one borne out of critical theory.
Savulescu et al’s proposal for a brain implant that can treat ADHD, as a case, assume neurotypicalism as the
default and unjustly pathologizes people with differing brain chemistry. The history of prejudice against people

with abnormal psychology or neurology should caution us against proposals that treat divergence as inherently
bad.

(BRG] AR 5 AR R /RS B 58 ) NEIA I AR E

Keywords: Human enhancement, neurodivergence, eugenics, transhumanism, human-Al computer interfaces,
brain implants
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Loneliness, Chatbots, and Justified Artificial Dependency: Towards A Normative Account
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Abstract: Social isolation and loneliness are increasingly common conditions of contemporary life. Recently,
WHO Commission on Social Connection has described them as urgent public health concerns. Against solation
and loneliness, some begin to use Al chatbots—and, more generally, emotional Al systems—as substitutes or
supplements for human connection. However, whether Al chatbots can legitimately address deficits in social
connection remains unclear, and it is also unclear whether their uses are ethically justifiable. Existing ethical
analyses of Al chatbots for social purposes often focus on their potential risks and harms such as addiction,
overtrust, deception, manipulation, social deskilling, etc. These concerns are certainly real, but the emphasis on
risks and harms seems to treat all uses of Al chatbots for social purposes as ethical failure. This paper, therefore,
aims to approach the topic differently and explore when dependency on Al chatbots can be justified.

Here, I develop a normative theory of justified artificial dependency: the conditions under which individuals
may be justified in depending on Al chatbots (and other emotional Al systems more generally) to address
loneliness and related affective needs. I shall extend existing normative accounts of dependency, such as those
of Eva Kittay and Alasdair MacIntyre, with postphenomenological philosophy of technology. More specifically,
I question the assumption that dependency on technology is automatically pathological. Per
postphenomenology, human agency has always, in one way or another, depended on materiality, sociality, and
technology. Dependency on Al chatbots, therefore, should not be viewed simply as an ethical failure or morally
suspect. At the same time, artificial dependency is distinct from interpersonal dependency. I propose that
artificial dependency should be viewed as a triadic relation among users, Al chatbots, and their providers. The
triadic nature of artificial dependency complicates the criteria of justification for artificial dependency, which
will be examined in the paper.

[BHSE ] ANTHOE 5 WIRBEEE A 5 I8 5 AL Erdior 5 BBISE 5 {KH
Keywords: Artificial Dependency, Al Chatbots, Loneliness, Social Isolation, Postphenomenology, Dependency
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Virtual Reality and Wang Yangming’s Approach to Cultivating the Perspective of Oneness
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Abstract: Neo-Confucianism, a philosophical tradition developed by Confucian thinkers from the Song to the
Ming dynasties, emphasizes the idea of oneness. This idea suggests that humans are deeply interconnected with
other people, animals, and plants, so much so that their joy and suffering directly affect our own. To adopt this
perspective, one must broaden their conception of self to encompass other beings, thinking from a larger,
collective perspective. In this paper, I focus on how Wang Yangming, a representative Neo-Confucian in the
Ming dynasty, understands the idea of oneness and the way of cultivating this moral perspective. I further
propose that virtual reality holds significant potential for moral self-cultivation from a Neo-Confucian
standpoint. Virtual reality can offer immersive moral experiences, allowing individuals to empathize with the
struggles of groups and species often ignored. This embodied moral learning can help nurture a non-
anthropocentric compassion in contemporary society. By connecting virtual reality with Neo-Confucianism, this
article aims to introduce a modern, secular method for cultivating Neo-Confucian moral vision and demonstrate
its ongoing relevance to today’s world.

(BgET] £ &5 B BB Aabe

Keywords: Wang Yangming, self-cultivation, virtual reahty, oneness, embodied learning
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Ideal and Non-ideal Al Ethics and Governance of Health Use of Large Multi-Modal Models (LMMs):
A Critical Reading of the WHO 2024 Guidance and Implications for Hong Kong
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This paper critically examines the World Health Organization (WHO)’s 2024 Guidance on Large Multi-Modal
Models (LMMs) for Health, with reflections on the ideal characteristics of the guidance, ethical and governance
challenges for real-world health systems, and how LMMs by its nature widen the gap between the ideal and real-
world. This Guidance addresses the challenges of LMMSs, a new type of artificial intelligence rapidly developing
and widely adopted around the world since 2022. The Guidance builds on the 6 universal consensus ethical
principles in the 2021 report in WHO Guidance on Ethics and Governance of Artificial Intelligence for Health,
to articulate a comprehensive ethics framework and more than forty governance recommendations for LMMs,
at government, developer, and deployment levels.

While the Guidance provides a comprehensive and well-considered analysis of the ethics and governance issues
and challenges posed by LMMs, it is observed that the ambitiously comprehensive recommendations presuppose
a level of institutional capacity and infrastructural maturity that may be rarely present in real-world health
systems. Tensions between ideal guidelines and real-world ethical governance arise from pre-existing inequity
across and within nations. They are also the result of how some of the recommendations are ideally and
universally framed. The intrinsic properties of LMMs—including multi-modal opacity, open-ended capability,
and rapid diffusion—further widen this gap by amplifying existing inequities and introducing new governance
challenges. Special discussions are made in this paper on medical and quasi-medical use of Large Language
Model (LLM, the foundation of LMMs), and Direct -to- Consumer (DTC) uses. Finally, initial reflections on the
implications of these challenges for Hong Kong are shared.
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W% (artificial intimacy) MIFFfCCAEBRIARE] » 2810 - /& HT (Rob Brooks) % 2021 4FH iy
CNTTH® - EEHA - B HEE AN (Brooks 2021) o AMEHEL% BR 7T L2 2 W K8
Bk > —IBfs NBER A ERNE RSN EEG R / B8 (B /BR) W [EFERERIR] > 24
NFEAE B N2 R T ABIES ] o« AU &AM FEFE (personalism) 1Y SR S Wl
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g AR HAEA LA WA PSR E 2/ Bk EABERERTEELE - WE > &M
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2) > KA - FIHE (David Levy) FHIEE AMMEE RN —F - A H AN L wE8IH (Roger
Scruton) BEiK{E (Keith Ward) YA 28 EAE > AR B HE 20 5708 B 25 R AR 1 T R - e 3R
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To Lok Fu MTR Station
RN

Campus Map (owioon Tong)— HSHC, SC & BURC
BESECLAEE) — SHRE  AXRESEARERE

A Pedestrian Entrance Vehicular Entrance
TAAD HRAQ

= Meals & Refreshments e
e ® By

Shuttle Bus Service S B+ R

& shuttle Bus Stops WHREL
©Q Kowioon Tang MTR Station Exit B AR M 84 D

Bus Stop ﬂ Light Bus Stop
wiREW

[near Yew Chung Intematicnal Schools (Primary) $58 18 B B @) A0 )

© HSHC 2 (Oen Mall Buikling entrance B XA D)

@ SC RFRM (Lam Woo International Conference Centre entrance SIS R M= 0 A D)
© BURC R AR (fockey Club Academic Community Centre entrance % RS54+ E b LA D)
@ BURC B A BINIM (Communication and Visual Arts Buiding ertrance 832 988X 1 ). 0)

Route No. B2 St5§ Bus Stops FHEMIS

Route WA 0+0+0+0+0
Route W82 o » 0 » 0
Route SRAS3 O + xcassx » O
Route SAS4 O+rsmcameE+0-+0
‘Specia bus 5N e » 6 » 0

To Kowlocn Tong MTR Suaton Orly @)
RN G AR

* (A]

Time B8
9.00 am - 400 pm

9.00 am - 5:30 pm
11:00 am - 4:20 pm

1:00 prn - 4:00 pm

4:05 pm - 5:30 pm

per & mnvbus
Feom—#

per 20 mnvbus
H020—H
per 40 minvbus
Haonw—H

per 60 minbus
HeoN M

204,72, 73,85

B x.2.81c 81080,
2704, 271, J81A,

~—y ® 725103 170,18
Sy
~
Sy
Sy
~
Kawioon Tang MTR Station Exit A2
mEARRMAZE D
R o
Visitors may walk to

our campuses from Kowloon Tong
MTR Station Exit A2, it takes about:
AMERRNE - 7 kBN E
MWS&DW?HMWQE TR
6 min/5748 HSHC B

12 min/53 48 SC RX M

15 min/5} 48 BURC B W AR RN

Kawioon Tang MTR Stasion Exit B
MEARSRED

=00

VS haw-Campus (5C)

% R RE

‘Baptist University Road
Campus (BURC)

REANBERE

Please refer to the Programme Booklet for location of Talks and Activities 2 @8AF 5 & MM LEW 2 (18

Ho Sin Hang Campus (HSHC) & &1

Location of Faculty/Talk BiZE8F=/8 %

Faculty of Arts X 87

Faculty of Science 8=

@ Au Shue Hung Bullding (ASH) B8t

@ sing Tao Buikding (STB) % B8

(@ Christian Education Centre (CEC) and Unwersity Chapel
ERuuNtoRAseny

(® Academic Community Hall (ACH) A SR %

(® Lui Ming Chol Centre LMC) B &l

(®) Oen Hall Buiding (OEE, OEM & OEW) B{-7 A%

(@ Cha Che-ming Science Tower (SCT) & IEH B A

(® veung Shui Sang Buiding (YSS) 844 4224

(®) Fong Shu Chuen Library (FSC) 7511 R M 8

@9 Sir Run Run Shaw Buikling (RRS) HFSR % A 8

@ Wai Hang Sports Centre (WHS) B 8K +0

Shaw Campus (SC) &7 [E

Location of School/Talk A7 B E=/iM ¥

School of Business T & 1 8%

(@ shaw Tower (SWT) RETTRE

(3 Au Shue Hung Memorial Library (AML) S5 83650 & R 8

@ The Wing Lung Bank Buiding for Business Studies (WLB)
KXBBRTHEAE

(@ Lam Woo International Conference Centre #8BN & <P s

(39 David C Lam Building (DLE) % %48

() Madam Kwok Chung Bo Fun Sports and Cultural Centre
FENF LT EMORP L

@ Joint Sports Centre USC) B2 WP

Baptist University Road Campus (BURC)
EEAPERE
Location of SchoolFaculty/Academy/Talk F 7 595 /i8 i
School of Chinese Medicine 4 B 58 %[

Schoal of Communication (%554

Faculty of Social Sciences # ®#
Academy of Visual Arts 3R W8I
@ Low-Rise Buildings (RL1 & RL2) BN & E—RE &
@ Or. Ng Tor Tai International House (NTT) 5% % 28 + BB 0
® Academic & Administration Buildng (AAB) MBRTRAE
@ Jockey Club Academic Community Centre (ACCH Madam
Chan Wu Wan Kwai SCE Tower (SCE)
BERNLEOPO MBREAFPH LT HARK A
@ Jockey Club School of Chinese Medione Bullding (SCM)
ETRPRARTRAS
@ student Residence Halk (SRH) B4 i &
@ Communication and Visual Arts Building (CVA) (W EA 1

Kai Tak Campus (KTC) Rl #: [

51 Kwun Tong Road, Kowloon JLAEREIE NS 138

Location of Academy/Talk 5775 5=/ i
Academy of Visual Arts R R #iliE

Shuttle bus avallable, please refer to '
AHFRETES  MER

Shek Mun Campus (SMC) £ ™%z (8

8 On Muk Str Shatin (near Shek Mun Station on Ma On Shan
Rad Line) 2 H Z1 158 (RS20 B M EILIRIEE ML)
Location of CollegeyTalk F7 7= 55z /iM i

College of International Education B 5%

Shuttle bus avallable, please refer to l
HHFRETES e
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